
Christmas Eve Celebration 

Preparation for a Christmas Program  

This family Christmas program is simple and will need no extensive preparation, but it will 

be much more effective if it can be presented without interruption. Use the following 

suggestions to help you make this a spiritual experience for your family:  

 1. Plan to let all family members participate on the program. Tell, rather than 

read, the story of the birth of the Savior.  

 2. The program will run more smoothly if each reader on the program has his own 

Bible and has marked where his part begins and ends. If younger children are 

reading some of the scripture verses, let each one practice his part privately with 

you.  

 3. If you plan to use an accompaniment, the person playing should begin the 

prelude music for the next song as soon as each scripture reading is finished.  

Program: “Come Let Us Adore Him”  

Prayer: Perhaps a child could offer the opening prayer.  

Song: Sing the first two verses of “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” (Hymns,no. 202). If you have 

accompaniment for the singing, it would be effective to continue playing this song 

softly after the first two verses while the following scripture is read. Then the family can 

join in singing the third verse when the scripture is finished and when the accompanist 

returns to the beginning of the song. If you do not have musical accompaniment, the 

group may want to hum softly while the scripture is read.  

Scripture: Have someone read Matthew 1:18–23. Do not attempt to explain the hard 

words or the meaning of this passage. Let the family feel the spirit of what is read and 

go on with the program.  

Song: Sing the third verse of “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful.”  

Scripture: Have someone read Luke 2:1–7.  

Song: Sing one verse of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Hymns,no. 208). This carol would 

be a good one to use as a solo.  

Scripture: Continue reading Luke 2:8–14. Perhaps this passage could be recited 

together as a choral reading by all the family.  

Song: Have your family sing at least the first two verses of “Far, Far Away on Judea’s 

Plains” (Hymns,no. 212). Some families may want to sing all four verses because of their 

message.  

Scripture: Finish reading the story of the Savior’s birth found in Luke 2:15–20.  
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Song: Sing both verses of “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” (Hymns,no. 209).  

Narration: Have someone read the following paragraphs or give the message in his 

own words.  

The Wise Men did not come the night Jesus was born as the shepherds did. They saw 

the star in the East and traveled far to see him. They arrived in Palestine from the East 

sometime later, perhaps even months later.  

There is no account that tells us just how many Wise Men came to worship the Savior. 

There may have been three; there may have been seven; there may have been ten. 

But how many came is not so important. What is important is that they were wise men 

who came to present their gifts and worship this wondrous child. We today should 

remember that wise men still seek him.  

Song: “With Wondering Awe” (Hymns,no. 210) would be a good song to have a small 

group in your family sing as a duet or trio. If you prefer, have the entire group sing it. The 

first two verses are the most important for the program.  

Scripture: Have someone read Matthew 2:1–11.  

Song: Sing the first two verses of “Joy to the World” (Hymns,no. 201).  

Testimony: This would be a good time for the parents to bear their testimonies of Jesus 

Christ. They may want to encourage their family to make this Christmas a time of 

tenderness, peace, and appreciation by showing love for each family member, not by 

the gifts they give, but by the way they treat and feel toward each other.  

Song: Close by singing all the verses of “Silent Night” (Hymns,no. 204).  

Prayer: Have a family member give the closing prayer.  

After the Program  

You may want to have some special refreshments after the program, perhaps some 

treat that is traditional in your family at Christmastime. The family may also want to sing 

some more carols together. For this special night, it would be best to sing hymns about 

the birth of the Savior and to avoid songs about Santa Claus, Christmas trees, and other 

traditions not related directly to this event. These songs may be sung at another time.  
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