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“Kent is Tempted” – A Story about Honesty 

 

For four innings the two teams battled on even terms; neither had scored. During the first of the fifth, there 

were two men out and one man on second base attempting to steal third. The catcher made a nice peg to Kent, 

the third baseman, in what looked like a sure out. The runner made a beautiful slide and as Kent attempted to 

tag him, he knew he narrowly missed the runner. From the umpire’s position it looked like an out, and that’s the 

way he called it. The fans let out a tumultuous yell. But Kent stood at third.  

 

“Play ball!” shouted the umpire. 

 

“No, he wasn’t [out],” came the astounding reply from Kent. “I didn’t tag him. The umpire is wrong. The 

runner should be called safe.” 

 

A hushed silence gripped the crowd. A few catcalls were aimed at Kent for being so dumb as not to take 

advantage of the umpire’s decision. Under their breath his teammates were cursing Kent. But inwardly Kent 

knew that he had fought off temptation, and that was his only compensation. He felt good about it. 

 

[Later in the game] Kent was at bat. Some of the fans [were] still heckling Kent for his fifth inning stand. Two 

strikes were called. It looked like Kent might strike out. Then he made a nice long hit over the right fielder. Kent 

circled the bases – past second, third, then on toward home. The throw-in was coming. The play was going to 

be close. One runner had scored; this would be the winning run. The catcher had the ball. Kent was forced to 

make a hook slide past the catcher. This he did beautifully. The dust and the umpire’s position made it 

impossible for him to tell whether the catcher had tagged the runner. It was a tough decision for the umpire, the 

second one in the game. The umpire walked straight towards Kent and looked him square in the eye. “Did he 

tag you?” asked the umpire sharply. 

 

“No sir, he didn’t.” In a flash the crowd sensed that the game was won. Kent’s word was good with the umpire. 

(Adapted from Gospel Truths, by A.C. Nielsen, LDS Department of Education; page 175, quoted in Scripture 

Lessons in Leadership: Appendices to Teacher’s Manual, Deseret Sunday School Union, 1962, 534-535) 


