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Suggestions for Effectively Using Music to Teach the Gospel in Primary 
 

 
1. Come Prepared.  Have a list of the song titles you will sing and their page 

number; give this list to the pianist before you begin so they can 
easily/quickly look up each song.  And if you’re going to be leading a song you 
need to know it first!  If your eyes are glued to the songbook you will lose the 
kids attention.  Spend some time at home practicing the song beforehand.  
Using music to teach the Gospel is certainly NOT limited to “Music Time”.  
Children always remember the songs they sang more than anything else.  If 
you are teaching a certain principle in your sharing time lesson, consider 
teaching the principle through song!  How many sharing time lessons do you 
remember from your own Primary days?  How many Primary songs do you 
remember? 

2. Use Visuals.  Make sure the visuals draw the child’s attention rather than 
distract (sometimes too many visuals can be distracting, or if the visuals are 
unorganized).  Simple American Sign Language (ASL) signs can be very 
effective at drawing the child’s attention and help remind them of the lyrics.  
Choose the main words in the song and learn those signs, then teach them to 
the children as you sing.  You’ll be amazed how interested they can be in sign 
language; it’s a great way to put those fidgety hands to work!   A great online 
ASL Dictionary which has mini video clips of each sign is: 
http://aslbrowser.commtechlab.msu.edu/browser.htm  

3. Have Realistic Expectations.  Consider the children in your primary, their 
ages and their mood on any given day.  Remember the goal of Primary and 
singing time is to let the children have fun while learning the Gospel.  Things 
may not always go as you had planned.  Be flexible and have fun!  When 
things don’t go as smoothly as you’d hoped, rather than blaming the children 
for irreverence, first think about your own preparation and what you could do 
differently to create an engaging, fun, reverent environment.   

4. Be Patient.  When teaching a new song, expect a lot of repetition.  Begin by 
allowing the children to listen to the piano play the song.  Next, sing it for 
them (you don’t have to be an excellent singer, the kids don’t care).  Take a 
moment to talk about and describe any unknown words or phrases in the 
song.  Then, sing it again!  Ask them to join you.  Consider taking a break and 
singing an action song or some songs they know then perhaps return to that 
new song again.  Having the kids repeat the words after you with no music is 
not usually very effective.  How many of you still have songs from your youth 
memorized?  Words accompanied by music are naturally easier to remember; 
it’s more interesting to your brain!  Make sure you make it fun, not 
monotonous! 

5. Plan an Activity.  It’s not very fun for kids if we expect them to sit quietly for 
3 hours and constantly harp on them about being reverent.  Make Primary 
fun!  Make music time into a game.  Children can feel the spirit when they are 
happy and having fun.  See additional handout for ideas you may like to try! 
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6. Use Positive Reinforcement to reward good behavior.  Make a point to thank 
children who are listening and ready to sing, “Wow, I love the way Robert is 
sitting and looking right at me!”  “I could really hear Amy trying to sing the 
words of this new song.  Great job!”  This will be more effective at encouraging 
the other children who may not be listening than saying, “Christopher, sit 
down and keep your hands to yourself.”  When possible, look for positive 
behavior and reward it!  You’ll be amazed at how quickly “Christopher” sits up 
and stops bugging his neighbor, because he too will want to earn your 
encouraging words! 

7. Take Time to Share your Testimony.  You don’t have to stop singing and 
tell the kids you are going to bear your testimony.   Rather, weave your 
testimony into the natural flow of singing time.  Be sincere and express your 
love for the Savior, the Prophets, and the children themselves, when it seems 
appropriate. A few small words can make a much bigger impact than a long 
sermon.  Also, help the children recognize the Spirit when it is present.  That 
is a life skill that will help them more than anything!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


