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You’ve Been Called as a Primary Teacher? Welcome to Primary! 
 
“As [gospel] teachers you stand upon the highest peak . . . for what can compare in 
priceless value and in far-reaching effect?” (J. Reuben Clark, Jr. Teaching, No Greater 
Call, 2). Nowhere is this more true than in Primary. Your calling is to teach the gospel 
to the next generation. The effect you can have on the life of a child is immeasurable. 
Your Primary children may treasure their memories of your class forever.  
 
And you may be forever changed as you spend more time with sinless people (and 
those who don’t have much practice at sinning), and earnestly seek to be the Lord’s 
voice in their lives. But such priceless fruits for you and the children don’t come 
effortlessly. Luckily the effort required is as simple as the simple truths you’ll be 
teaching. Here are a few suggestions: 
 
1. Sunday Attendance:  Primary Teachers are responsible for their assigned class 
each Sunday.  If you are unable to be with your class, please find a substitute and 
give them the necessary information and supplies.  Inform the Primary Presidency 
ahead of time who your substitute will be. Parents are a good place to start. 
 
2. Come Prepared:  In order to teach children effectively you need to be prepared.  
Consider using visuals, games, songs, and stories to support the gospel principles you 
teach.  The scriptures are full of stories that the children love to learn; if you know the 
story yourself you are better able to tell it in a clear, concise manner. 
 
3. Be Prompt:  When children enter the room, their first impression of the space sets 
the tone for the day.  Please understand the importance of arriving promptly to 
Primary in order to greet and tend to the children in your care. 
 
4. Model Participation:  Primary teachers should, “sit with their assigned classes, 
sing the songs with the children, and help children participate reverently.” (Handbook 
2, Administering the Church, 90).  Your attitude about being in Primary can make all 
the difference to these children!   
 
When a Gospel Doctrine teacher doesn’t show up, it is inconvenient, but the adults in 
the classroom will sit, wait patiently and eventually someone will lead an impromptu 
discussion that’s likely to be meaningful.  
 
When a Primary teacher doesn’t show up, chaos ensues.  The children won’t 
necessarily sit in their seats or even stay in the room, and whoever gets called in at 
the last minute will not be prepared for a successful, meaningful lesson. Multiply that 
by a few Sundays and you’re likely to get kids who refuse to come to church (or need 
to be dragged), who are therefore less reverent and engaged, compounding the 
problem. Children thrive on consistency.  A Primary teacher can make all the 
difference when it comes to helping individual children feel welcomed, included, and 
loved at church.  
 
"That's my teacher!" is the feeling we're striving for -- because it translates into a child 
feeling secure and loved -- and they're more likely to be able to feel the Spirit in such a 
setting. 


