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Honesty - Sharing Time Lesson Outline 
 

Items needed: picture of First Vision 
Lesson Principles: 

1) Joseph Smith was honest. 
2) Jesus was honest. 
3) Honesty is one of the commandments that Jesus wants us to keep. 
4) Sometimes it’s hard to be honest, but being honest always leads to feelings of peace.  
5) I can be honest. 

 
Lesson Outline: 

1. Joseph Smith was honest. 
a. Show a picture of the First Vision. Ask, “What happened in this picture?” Have a child tell the 

story of the First Vision, with prompting as needed.  
b. Explain that after Joseph’s First Vision, some people were angry with him for saying that he had 

seen God. They tried to get him to lie and say he didn’t really see God. But Joseph was honest 
and kept telling the truth, because he really did see God. (Senior Primary: read JSH 1:25. Define 
“deny” – when you say something isn’t true, but it really is.) 

 
2. Jesus was honest. 

a. Have the children sing the first verse of Jesus Once Was a Little Child, CS 55. Then sing the 
second verse: “He played as little children play the pleasant games of youth; But he never got 
vexed if the game went wrong, and he always spoke the truth.” If the children don’t know it, 
have a teacher sing it from the songbook, with the children joining the chorus. Define “vexed”: 
annoyed, upset. 
 

3. Honesty is one of the commandments Jesus wants us to keep. 
a. Have a child sing, recite, or read the 13th Article of Faith (CS 132). Stop them after the first 

phrase, “We believe in being honest.” Point out that this is the first thing mentioned. Then let the 
child finish the 13th Article of Faith. 

  
4. Sometimes it’s hard to be honest, but being honest always leads to feelings of peace.  

a. Ask “Why is it hard to be honest sometimes?” Call on the teachers for ideas if needed. (Possible 
answers: people may not like us, or we might get in trouble if we made a bad choice. It’s 
tempting to try to cover it up by being dishonest.) 

 
b. Ask “Why should we be honest anyway, even if it’s hard?” (Possible answers: it only makes 

things worse if you are dishonest about mistakes; being honest makes God happy because we’re 
keeping His commandments, and always brings a feeling of peace and happiness in the end; 
people will trust us if they know we tell the truth. 

 
5. I can be honest. 

a. Break the children into small groups (by classes or any other method). Ask each group to come 
up with a story about a child making a choice to be honest, and the consequences. (Examples: 
You hit your brother, and your mother asks why he’s crying. Or you forgot to do your chores, 
but you want to go play. Or you lost your jacket, but you want to pretend someone took it.) 

b. Testify of the blessings of honesty in your life. 
c. If time permits, sing Keep the Commandments, CS 146. 


