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“Lovable Rascals Skit” for Primary leaders 

(Marjorie the Primary Teacher tries to teach Marci, Blanca, and Michelle at their worst!) 

 

Readers needed:  Four adults to play the parts of Marjorie (teacher), and Marci, Blanca and Michelle 

(children). Readers read the lines in the center column only. 

 

Props needed:  

 Poster of class rules (see below) 

 Plain bag marked “Later Bag” 

 Two small toys for Michelle and Marci 

 Picture of the First Vision 

 Pencils and paper for each audience member 

 

Setting the stage:  

Distribute the pencils and paper to the audience. Ask each audience member to write down the 

teaching techniques they notice in the skit. 

 

Explain the “Later Bag” -- children put items in that they’ll get back later, after class. 

 

Explain the poster with class rules which were set by the class members early on, reviewed frequently. 

The poster contains these rules, with simple drawings: 

1) Obey the teacher. 

2) Raise your hand to speak. 

3) Hands to yourself. 

4) Six legs on the floor (2 legs on you, 4 on your chair). 

5) Inside voices. 

 

  TEACHING TECHNIQUE: 

Marjorie Hello, boys and girls! I’m so glad to see you, Michelle, 

Marci, and Blanca.  

Greet each child by name. Each  

child’s name is music to their 

ears. 

 Are we ready to begin? Does anyone have anything for 

our “Later Bag?” (Michelle and Marci put trinkets in the 

bag, chattering as they do.) 

The “Later Bag” can be a useful 

technique to reduce distractions. 

Making it a plain bag helps 

ensure that the bag itself doesn’t 

become a distraction. 

 Great! Thank you, Michelle and Marci. Today we’re going 

to talk about the First Vision. 

 

Michelle I had spaghetti last night.  

Marci Me too! I had spaghetti last night too!  

Marjorie Take a look at this picture.  Sometimes you can just ignore 
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the behavior you don’t want and 

redirect the children back to the 

lesson. It doesn’t always work, 

but it’s worth a try when you first 

see the behavior. 

Marjorie Raise your hand if you know who this is.  

(Marci shoots up her hand) 

Announce what you’re looking 

for: you want the children to 

raise their hands. 

Michelle (shouts out) JOSEPH SMITH!!  

Marjorie Michelle, I see you know the answer, but I’m going to call 

on Marci because she’s raised her hand. Marci, who is 

this? 

Reinforce the behavior you want. 

Marci Joseph Smith. (Shoots Michelle a self-satisfied smile.)  

 (Blanca just smiles throughout, looking at the teacher, 

sitting quietly with her arms folded.) 

 

Marjorie That’s right, Marci. It’s Joseph Smith. Could you hold this 

picture? 

 

Michelle She always gets a turn. I never get a turn.  

Marjorie Sometimes we get a turn, sometimes it’s someone else’s 

turn. 

Pick a phrase like this and repeat 

it like a mantra. Soon the 

children will say it to each other 

and themselves. 

 But the best way to get a turn is to raise your hand. 

Remember Rule #2? “Raise your hand.” 

Remind them of the class rules. 

After awhile you can give the 

child “The Look,” say “Rule #2,” 

and return to the lesson.  

 

In large classes, or in 

Sharing/Singing Time, to make 

sure children actually do get 

turns relatively evenly, you can 

make popsicle sticks or 

clothespins with each child's 

name on it, to be pulled out of a 

decorated tin can, box or basket. 

Michelle It’s not my turn. Maybe next time. Another mantra. Say it again and 

again, and after awhile the 

children will say it. 

Marjorie That’s right, Michelle. And yes, class, this is Joseph Smith. 

When he was a young boy, Joseph wanted to know which 

church was true. 
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 (Michelle and Marci start elbowing each other.)  

Marjorie Michelle and Marci, I see it’s hard for you to sit next to 

each other today. Let’s find another spot for you two.  

Separate kids if needed. This can 

be a one-time thing or assigned 

seats, which can rotate from 

time to time. 

 Blanca, I’m pleased to see you sitting so reverently. Praise when you catch a child 

being good goes a long way 

towards reinforcing the behavior 

you want. 

 Let’s put you in the middle here.  

Michelle My mommy is having a baby!  

Marci She IS? A real baby?  

Michelle Yes! She told me not to tell.  

Marjorie Let’s talk about that after Primary. Now that you’ve seen this 

behavior twice (interrupting with 

irrelevant comments) it’s 

probably time to address it with 

a response that refocuses the 

children on the lesson. 

 Do you know a song about Joseph Smith? Music is a great change of pace. 

It is active and gets all the kids 

involved instantly. Always be 

prepared with a few songs you 

can pull out when you need to 

refocus the children, either 

related to the lesson (like this 

one) or activity songs (like 

“Hinges” or “Head, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes”). The Children’s 

Songbook has no fewer than 33 

pages of them! Pages 252-285 

 (Marci shoots up her hand.)  

Michelle (shouts out) PRAISE TO THE MAN!  

Marjorie Michelle, remember Rule #2. Raise your hand next time. Remind of class rules, still gently 

and briefly. The first time 

Michelle complies and does raise 

her hand, praise her with 

enthusiasm. 

 Let’s sing Praise to the Man together.  

 (THE END)  
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What teaching techniques did you notice? 

(Fill in audience members’ ideas with various points from the right column above.) 

 

Be sure to point out Blanca was invisible. How can Marjorie involve Blanca? 

1. Allow time to prepare. “Blanca, I’m going to give you a minute to think. After I tell the story of 

Joseph Smith reading the Bible, I’m going to ask you what you think about Joseph Smith, OK? 

You can be getting ready.” 

2. Easy involver: “Blanca, could you read this scripture (or hold this picture)?” 


