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Lesson Plan: Living Prophets Teach Me to Choose the Right 

 

Items needed:  

• One Tic Tac Toe board for each child. For younger children, use the version with pictures. For older children, use the version 

that is largely blank.  

• Crayons, pencils or pens. 

• One copy of the wordstrips, cut apart. 

• Draw a crowd of stick figures on the board, representing the wicked people in Noah’s day.  

• Prepare to sing the song “Follow the Prophet” (Children’s Songbook, 100), verses 3 (Noah) and 9 (today). 

 

Lesson Principles: 

1) Ancient prophets taught the people to keep the commandments so they would be safe. 

2) God loves us so much that He gave us a prophet in the last days. 

3) To follow the Prophet, we need to know what he says, and do it. 
 

Discussion: 

1. Ancient prophets taught the people to keep the commandments so they would be safe. 

a. Noah taught the people how to be safe from the flood. (Briefly tell the story of Noah building the ark from Genesis 6.) 

b. Point to the stick figures. “The other people laughed at Noah when he told them to repent. How does their laughter 

sound?” (children laugh) 

c. “But if we were in Noah’s day, what would we do? FOLLOW THE PROPHET! We would repent, we would get in 

the ark, and we would be safe.” 

 

Activity:  Sing verse 3 of “Follow the Prophet” (Children’s Songbook, 100) about Noah. What about today? Sing verse 9, which 

starts with “Now we have a world where people are confused . . . .” 

 

2. God loves us so much that He gave us a prophet in the last days. 

a. Even though “people are confused” (“Follow the Prophet,” verse 9), the prophet isn’t confused. 

b. “Who is our living prophet today?” (Russell M. Nelson) 

c. “When we are confused, we can find out what the Prophet says and follow his advice.” 

 

3. “To follow the Prophet, we need to know what he says. Here are some things President Russell M. Nelson has said in recent 

General Conferences.” 
 

Activity:  Play Tic Tac Toe. 

 

Tic Tac Toe for younger children: have a child choose a wordstrip for you to read aloud. Ask, “What is Pres. Nelson telling us we 

should do? Which picture best matches Pres. Nelson’s advice? Color that picture.” When the children get three in a row, they have a 

Tic Tac Toe. With identical game boards, they’ll all get Tic Tac Toe at the same time. If time permits, play Cover-All Tic Tac Toe, 

reading all the wordstrips. 

 

Tic Tac Toe for older children: Children first build their game board. Have a child choose a wordstrip and read it, WITHOUT 

reading the suggested keyword. Ask, “What is Pres. Nelson telling us we should do? What word best summarizes his advice? Write 

that word in one of the squares.” Point out that Jesus Christ is in the center, representing His place in the center of our lives.  

 

Once the game board is built, replace all the wordstrips and have a child choose one, calling out only the keyword. Children cross off 

that square. When a child gets three in a row, they have a Tic Tac Toe. If time permits, play Cover-All Tic Tac Toe, reading all the 

wordstrips. 

 

Note that the version for older children will likely take more time. Adjust the rest of the lesson accordingly.  

 

4. “Once we know what the prophet says, we need to do it. Choose one of these areas that you’d like to improve in this week.” 

Bear your testimony of the importance of following the prophet, and how it has blessed your life. If time permits, share an 

experience from your own life. 
 

If time permits:  Sing once more Follow the Prophet verse 3 (Noah), or verse 9 (today).  
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Follow the Prophet Tic-Tac-Toe Wordstrips 

 

President Nelson said: “God so loved the world that He sent His Only Begotten Son to help us. And His Son, 

Jesus Christ, gave His life for us. All so that we could have access to godly power—power sufficient to deal 

with the burdens, obstacles, and temptations of our day.” (Both the gameboards have the picture of “Jesus 

Christ” in the center) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “This is [Jesus’] Church that He directs by prophecy and revelation to His humble 

servants.” (October 2018) (Suggested keywords for older children to put in a square: “Follow the Prophet.” 

The game board picture for younger children is of Pres. Nelson himself.) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “True disciples of Jesus Christ are willing to stand out, speak up, and be different from 

the people of the world. They are undaunted, devoted, and courageous.” (April 2017) (Suggested keyword for 

older children to put in a square: “CTR”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “At baptism we covenant to serve the Lord and keep His commandments. . . . He is the 

father of our new life.” (October 2011) (Suggested keyword for older children to put in a square: “Baptism”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “We can pray to our Heavenly Father and receive guidance and direction, be warned 

about dangers and distractions, and be enabled to accomplish things we simply could not do on our own.” (April 

2018) (Suggested keyword for older children to put in a square: “Prayer”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “Serve by sacrifice in the Lord’s way with love, kindness, and patience.” (April 2018) 

(Suggested keyword for older children to put in a square: “Kindness”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “Through a lifetime of service in this Church, I have learned that it really doesn’t matter 

where one serves. What the Lord cares about is how one serves.” (April 2018) (Suggested keyword for older 

children to put in a square: “Service”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “Feast upon the word of the Lord and apply His teachings in your personal lives.” 

(October 2018) (Suggested keyword for older children to put in a square: “Scriptures”) 

 

 

President Nelson said: “Building and maintaining temples may not change your life, but spending your time in 

the temple surely will.” (October 2018) (Suggested keyword for older children to put in a square: “Temple”) 


