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Pint-Sized Service Projects

By Jackie Herrera

First, this good advice from ldsphilanthropies.org:

In response to emergencies, Church leaders often provide 
members opportunities for service. Members close to the affected 
area, or even in neighboring countries, assemble humanitarian 
kits and make other needed items. Service that responds to 
humanitarian needs locally is more effective because:

Expensive freight costs are avoided.•	
Needed materials arrive at the affected area more •	
quickly.
Locally purchased materials are generally more •	
culturally appropriate.
Local membership can be mobilized rapidly.•	

In seeking to help organizations in your own community, 
you may learn of items they could use that you may be able to 
make or acquire. Find out what they need and help them as you 
can. It is not usually helpful for you to make things and then go 
looking for an organization that can use those items.

With that in mind, here are some service projects children can do.
Collect nonperishable food items for local food pantries or •	
homeless shelters, which are always in need of supplies. 
Children can help with the purchase, collection, and delivery 
of food. For extra fun, collect all red canned goods for 
Valentine’s Day, all green canned goods for St. Patrick’s Day, 
or red and green items for Christmas.
Hold a bake sale. Children can help bake goods at home to be •	
sold	at	the	sale.	Funds	collected	can	be	donated	to	a	specific	
charity, in or out of the Church (see ldsphilanthropies.org and 
charitynavigator.org, for example).
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Make blankets. Each family in the ward can be asked to make •	
and donate one blanket. Children can work with their families 
at home to make the blanket and then help with delivery to 
local pantries, charities, and hospitals. People do not need to 
know how to sew in order to make a blanket. It is as easy as 
cutting	and	tying	fleece.	Instructions	for	making	quick	fleece	
blankets can be found online. 
Collect birthday party supplies for children in homeless •	
shelters. Look for a local organization that provides 
birthday parties for these vulnerable children, who are often 
overlooked.	Families	can	donate	specific	items	or	sponsor	a	
party, either onsite or through a Birthday-in-a-Box program. 
For example, BirthdayWishes.org in the Boston area has 
this motto: “All children have birthdays, but a birthday 
party? That’s up to you.” They go on to point out that 
“every child deserves to be celebrated on their birthday. 
A party is a luxury that neither shelters nor [homeless] 
families can afford.”
Collect new and gently used items for local families in need •	
and donate to local charitable organizations. Children can 
collect items at home (a good excuse for them to clean out 
their rooms) or organize a neighborhood or school drive.
Make	greeting	cards	for	fire	departments,	police	departments,	•	
hospitals, nursing homes, elderly recipients of Meals on 
Wheels, residential homes for special-needs adults or 
children, or any other organization in your community. These 
can be holiday cards or cards for any occasion. 
Sing or perform the Nativity at a nursing home. Elderly •	
residents can’t get enough of children’s exuberance, and kids 
often enjoy visiting “other people’s grandparents.” Having 
children pass out handmade cards gives them an opportunity 
to	interact	individually,	even	if	briefly,	with	residents.
Care for temple grounds. Some temples allow families to help •	
with planting bulbs or weeding.
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You may want to choose one of these projects as a way •	
to celebrate the current prophet’s birthday. For example: 
“During an interview for an article on his birthday last year, 
the Church News asked President Thomas S. Monson to 
describe what he would consider the ideal gift that members 
worldwide could give him. Without a moment’s hesitation he 
said, ‘Do something for someone else on that day to make his 
or her life better. Find someone who is having a hard time or 
is ill or lonely, and do something for them. That’s all I would 
ask’” (Church News, Aug. 4, 2009).
When we learn to serve others and feel the genuine joy that •	
comes from doing so, our hearts are softened and we begin to 
develop a more Christlike love towards others. It is never too 
early to expose children to the opportunity and blessings that 
come from service, and to instill in them the desire to follow 
Christ and serve others as He did. 


