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Lesson Outline: Priesthood Authority (men and women) and : Priesthood Keys (men only) 

 
Preparation: Read or watch Dallin H. Oaks’ talk “The Keys and Authority of the Priesthood,” April 2014 

 1 minute synopsis video here: https://youtu.be/KercyLgnXK4  

 Full text and 16 minute video here: https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2014/04/the-keys-and-
authority-of-the-priesthood?lang=eng 

 

Items needed:  

 Picture of Elder Dallin H. Oaks, or prepare to show the 1-minute video of his talk (above) 

 (Optional) Wordstrips: “Priesthood Keys” and “Priesthood Authority” 

 A ring of keys 

 A balloon 

 Pictures of your bishop/branch president and Relief Society president 

 (Optional) Pictures of other people with various callings in the ward: elder’s quorum president, teacher’s 

quorum president, deacon’s quorum president, Primary teacher, Relief Society president, chorister, 

Young Women secretary, elder or sister missionaries, etc.  

 Magnets or tape to post pictures and wordstrips 
 

Lesson Outline: 
Review that worthy young men can be ordained to the Priesthood at age 12.  
 

Show a picture of Elder Oaks. Explain that Elder Oaks gave a talk in conference that helps us understand more 
about priesthood, specifically priesthood keys and authority. (Optional: post word strips that say “Priesthood 
Keys” and “Priesthood Authority”) 
 

Priesthood Keys 
Hold up a ring of keys. Ask: What are these and what they are used for? Do you think that priesthood keys looks 
like these keys? No, priesthood keys help direct the priesthood.  
 

Post a picture of the bishop. The bishop has priesthood keys to direct the ward. For example, just because 
someone has the priesthood, they cannot prepare the sacrament in their home without the bishop’s permission. 
The sacrament on Sunday is directed by the bishop.  
 

If time allows, you can post pictures of all the men and young men in the ward that hold priesthood keys 
(bishop, elder’s quorum president, teacher’s quorum president, and deacon’s quorum president).  
 

Priesthood Authority 
Under the direction of the bishop, who holds the keys of the priesthood, everyone in the ward who is given a 
calling or “responsibility” is given priesthood authority to perform that calling.  
 

Hold up a balloon. Explain that priesthood authority is like air going into a balloon: it expands the balloon and 
makes it grow. Blow up the balloon. When a person has a calling, priesthood authority helps them expand and 
grow so that they can fulfill their calling. 
 

Post pictures of people with various callings in the ward (write the calling below the picture), like Primary 
teacher, Relief Society president, chorister, Young Women secretary, elder or sister missionaries, etc. Ask: Which 
of these people in the ward have priesthood authority to fulfill their calling? All of these people, both men and 
women, have priesthood authority to fulfill their calling because they were called and set apart (given a blessing) 
by the bishop who has priesthood keys. 


