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Lesson Outline: “Apostasy: After Jesus Christ and His Apostles died, gospel truths were lost.” 
 

Items needed:  

 Picture of Jesus ordaining the Apostles  

 Six paper or plastic cups (the bigger the better) labeled as baptism, temples, the sacrament, living prophets, 

apostles, and Jesus Christ 

 Prepare to sing the song “The Sixth Article of Faith” (Children’s Songbook, 126a) 

 Read Acts 1:15-26 about the apostle Matthias called to replace Judas in the original Quorum of the 

Twelve. 

 Paper and colored pencils/crayons  
 

 

Lesson Outline: 

 

IDENTIFY THE DOCTRINE (discussing): (from the 2018 Sharing Time manual) 

 Ask the children to name some things Jesus Christ taught when He was on the earth.  

 Show a picture of Christ ordaining the Apostles. Explain that after Christ died and was resurrected, His Apostles 

taught the gospel, but many people would not listen to them;  

 Soon the Apostles died, and some important truths about the gospel were not taught anymore.  

 Write on the board “After Jesus Christ and His Apostles died, gospel truths were lost.”  

 Have the children say it with you. 

 

ENCOURAGE UNDERSTANDING (activity): 

 Show the children the paper cups. Explain that each represents a gospel principle that was lost or 

changed during the apostasy: baptism, temples, the sacrament, living prophets, apostles and Jesus Christ.  

 Place the cup labeled Jesus Christ down first as the cornerstone, then living prophets and apostles, then 

built the rest of the cups into a tower. This tower represents the church that Jesus himself founded when 

He was alive. 

 Remove the cups labeled “Jesus Christ” and “apostles” as you explain that Jesus Christ and the apostles 

were killed. The rest of the paper cup tower will tumble.  

 Explain: "In those days, the apostles couldn't come together often enough to name new apostles as fast 

as the apostles were killed by the wicked people trying to stop the church. The apostles met together to 

replace the apostle Judas who betrayed Jesus, choosing Matthias to take Judas' place (See Acts 1:15-26). 

But after that, the apostles died off and weren't replaced, and precious truths were lost.” 

 Tell the children the good news that all those truths are restored in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. The apostasy can't happen again, because each time an apostle passes away, he is replaced 

with a new apostle at the next General Conference. 
 

SONG: “The Sixth Article of Faith” (Children’s Songbook, 126a), about the organization of the Primitive Church. 

 

ENCOURAGE UNDERSTANDING (drawing pictures): (adapted from the 2018 Sharing Time manual) 

 Divide the children into small groups. Give each group one of the paper cups with a gospel principle written on it, 

and ask the children to draw a picture to represent that principle. Invite a child from each group to place their 

picture on the board.  

 Explain that when Christ was on the earth, He taught all of these important gospel truths. Ask the children to close 

their eyes. Remove all of the pictures and hide them. Then ask the children to open their eyes. Explain that the 

gospel truths were lost after Jesus Christ and His Apostles died.  

 

TESTIFY: Testify that the gospel of Jesus Christ was lost, but has been restored again through Joseph Smith, and that The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has all the truths that were once lost. 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/1.15-26?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/1.15-26?lang=eng#p14

