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Come Follow Me: The First Vision (JSH 1:1-26)  

(ideas to supplement CFM 2021 for Primary, page 5-7) 

 

1. God can answer my questions through the scriptures. Show the children a cookbook 

and a dictionary. What questions can these books answer? Then show the children the 

scriptures. What questions can these books answer? 

2. Joseph Smith was an ordinary boy with a big question. To help the children get to 

know Joseph Smith as a person, invite a teen to pretend to be Joseph, so the children can 

ask him the following questions. OR you can give children the questions and let them 

each pretend to be Joseph and find the answer in their scriptures. 

What's your birthday? (JSH 1:3 - December 23, 1805 - near the winter solstice, as light is coming 

into the world) 

How many sisters do you have? How many brothers? (I'll name them while you count: JSH 1:4 - 

Alvin, Hyrum, Samuel Harrison [that's one person], William, Don Carlos = 5 brothers; 

Sophronia, Catherine and Lucy = 3 sisters). 

What church did your family attend when you were growing up? (JSH 1:7 - my mother and my 

siblings Hyrum, Samuel Harrison, and Sophronia joined the Presbyterian church.) 

What church interested you the most growing up? (JSH 1:8 - I was somewhat partial to the 

Methodist church. This is one reason I had a big question for God. Should I join a different 

church from my family?) 

What scripture influenced you the most as a youth? (JSH 1:11 - James 1:5 in the Bible: "If any of 

you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 

shall be given him." Upbraid means to scold. This scripture told me that if I asked God my 

question, He wouldn't be mad at me.) 

What happened when you first tried to pray out loud and ask God which church to join? (JSH 

1:15 - evil powers tried to get me.) 

How were you delivered from the evil powers? (JSH 1:16 - I "exerted all my powers to call upon 

God to deliver me." It worked. Then I saw Heavenly Father and Jesus gradually come down 

from heaven.) 

What was Heavenly Father's first word to you? (JSH 1:17 - my name.) 

What else did Heavenly Father say? (JSH 1:17 - God spoke seven more words: "This is My 

Beloved Son: Hear Him!" Then Jesus explained a lot of things to me.) 

What was the answer to your big question about which church to join? (JSH 1:19 - I shouldn't 

join any of them. Later I found out God wanted me to help Him restore Jesus' original church on 

the earth.) 



PrimaryinZion.wordpress.com 

  

3. God hears and answers my prayers in different ways. Just like Joseph, we can ask God our 

big questions and small questions. God will answer and won't get mad at us for asking. He 

answers in different ways. 

ACTIVITY: Invite a parent to stand or sit outside the room with a phone, a piece of paper and a 

pencil. Then they answer these questions from the children in the following different ways. Feel 

free to substitute other questions for these: 

Child 1: "What is one thing you have learned about living a happy life?" (Parent answers via text 

message.) 

Child 2: "What storybook do you like best?" (Parent answers via phone call.) 

Child 3: "Who is your hero, living or dead?" (Parent writes a note and brings it into the room, 

then returns to outside the room.) 

Child 4: "What is one way I can do better in school?" (Parent calls for another child to come 

outside and be their messenger. The parent tells the messenger their answer, then the messenger 

tells the children.) 

Then the parent returns to the room. 

Explain that just like the parent answered these questions in different ways, God answers our 

prayers in different ways. The Guide to the Scriptures, "Revelation," lists these ways: inspiration 

(a thought in your mind), a vision, a dream, or a visit by an angel.  

Share a time when God has answered a prayer for you. Invite the children to share when God has 

answered their prayer. Here are some of our favorites from PrimaryinZion: 

• Faith and Miracles: A child’s prayer can save a (duck’s) life 

• Pretending to be sick? Losing a pet? Moving? Find Comfort in the Scriptures 

• Helping children stay calm when challenges come our way 

"Joseph came to realize that the Bible did not contain all the answers to life's experiences, rather, 

it taught men and women how they could find answers to their questions by communicating 

directly with God in prayer" M. Russell Ballard, "Shall We Not Go On in So Great a Cause?" 

April 2020. 

God answered Joseph's prayer, He answered my prayers, and He will answer yours. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/gs/revelation?lang=eng
https://primaryinzion.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/faith-and-miracles-a-childs-prayer-can-save-a-ducks-life/
https://primaryinzion.wordpress.com/2020/09/14/playing-sick-moving-losing-a-pet-comfort-in-the-scriptures/
https://primaryinzion.wordpress.com/2020/03/02/helping-children-stay-calm-in-troubled-times/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2020/04/12ballard?lang=eng

