
Once Joseph, Emma, and Oliver moved to Fayette [June 1829], David’s 

mother had her hands full. Mary Whitmer and her husband, Peter, 

already had eight children between the ages of fifteen and thirty, and 

the few who did not still live at home resided nearby. Tending to their 

needs filled Mary’s days with work, and the three houseguests added 

more labor. Mary had faith in Joseph’s calling and did not complain, 

but she was getting tired. 

The heat in Fayette that summer was sweltering. As Mary washed 

clothes and prepared meals, Joseph dictated the translation in an 

upstairs room. Oliver usually wrote for him, but occasionally Emma or 

one of the Whitmers took a turn with the pen. Sometimes, when Joseph 

and Oliver tired of the strain of translating, they would walk out to a 

nearby pond and skip stones across the surface of the water. Mary had 

little time to relax herself, and the added work and the strain placed on 

her were hard to bear. 

One day, while she was out by the barn where the cows were milked, 

she saw a gray-haired man with a knapsack slung across his shoulder. 

His sudden appearance frightened her, but as he approached, he spoke 

to her in a kind voice that set her at ease. 

“My name is Moroni,” he said. “You have become pretty tired with 

all the extra work you have to do.” He swung the knapsack off his 

shoulder, and Mary watched as he started to untie it. “You have been 

very faithful and diligent in your labors,” he continued. “It is proper, 

therefore, that you should receive a witness that your faith may be 

strengthened.” Moroni opened his knapsack and removed the gold 

plates. He held them in front of her and turned their pages so she 

could see the writings on them. After he turned the last page, he 

urged her to be patient and faithful as she carried the extra burden a 

little longer. He promised she would be blessed for it. 

The old man vanished a moment later, leaving Mary alone. She still 

had work to do, but that no longer troubled her. Saints, volume 1, 70 
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